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In Your City

From budget locality

EMERGING IDENTITY

Formerly known as Noida
Extension, Greater Noida
West has rapidly evolved into
one of NCR’s most sought-
after residential corridors

SEAMLESS CONNECTIVITY

Strategically located with

strong road links via:

B Noida-Greater Noida
Expressway

B Yamuna Expressway

B Eastern Peripheral
Expressway

B DND Flyway

growth in
just six years

Buildings get

smarter,

greener

Home automation systems enable real-time monitoring,
helping buildings cut energy consumption
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such systems. Besides lowering
operating costs, these technologies
significantly reduce emissions.

For instance, lighting systems

to a luxury address

With big-ticket infrastructure, improving connectivity, and premium lifestyle offerings,
Greater Noida West is increasingly attracting luxury homebuyers and investors alike
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reater Noida West or Noi-
da Extension, asit’s called, A SELF-SUFFICIENT
is steadily emerging as ECOSYSTEM

the National Capital Region’s
(NCR’s) next luxury destination,
powered by major infrastructure
upgrades and a clear shift in buy-
er preferences. What was once
largely viewed as an affordable
housing hub is now evolving into
a more aspirational, residential,
and commercial micro-market.
Salil Kumar, director, marketing
and business management, CRC
Group, while speaking about
it, says, “Noida Extension is
undergoing a clear shift. The
Noida International Airport,
the planned International Film
City near it, the Delhi-Mum-
bai Industrial Corridor and the
Noida Metro Aqua Line are not
only enhancing connectivity but
also reshaping how the region

The tree
gets to stay
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ot too long ago, a mature tree on a
Nconstruction site was often viewed

as an obstacle standing in the way of
development. Today, a growing number of
architects and developers are treating those
same trees as valuable assets, allowing na-
ture to shape projects rather than clearing
it away. As sustainability becomes a big-
ger priority in urban development, the
relationship between construction and
nature is beginning to evolve. Trees, once
regarded as site constraints, are increas-
ingly being preserved and integrated into
project designs. This shift begins at the
planning stage. Architects and developers
are conducting detailed site surveys before
finalising project layouts. These surveys
identify existing trees, map root zones, and
assess vegetation so that natural elements
can be incorporated into the master plan
rather than sacrificed during construction.
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MY LOCALITY,
MY PERSPECTIVE
e invite you, dear readers,
to share your first-hand
experiences about the locality
you live in or have invested in.
How is the connectivity? Are
schools, hospitals, markets
and recreational spaces
easily accessible? Write to us
in no more than 500 words
about the positives, and the
overall liveability quotient of
your area.
Email us at TimesProperty @
timesofindia.com. Selected

responses will be featured in our
upcoming editions.
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is perceived. Today, it is part
of an ecosystem designed for
high-performance living.”

A combination of various factors
has led to the transformation of
this area. Ashish Agarwal, direc-
tor, AU Real Estate, explains, “A
strong combination of infrastruc-
ture upgrades and improved con-
nectivity is driving this change,
making the area a key growth
corridor.” The region is also de-
veloping into a self-sustaining
urban ecosystem with the emer-
gence of quality schools, hospi-
tals, retail centres and entertain-

ment destinations. Homebuyers
today are not just evaluating the
homes they purchase but the
lifestyle that accompanies them.
Santhosh Kumar, vice-chairman,
Anarock Group, adds, “Spanning
nearly 3,635 hectares across Sec-
tors 1, 2, 3, Techzone, and Knowl-
edge Park 5, Greater Noida West
is strategically located and enjoys
seamless road connectivity via
the Noida-Greater Noida Express-
way, Yamuna Expressway, East-
ern Peripheral Expressway and
Delhi-Noida Direct Flyway (DND
Flyway). These have reduced the
commute times to Delhi, Ghazia-
bad and key NCR nodes and have
made Greater Noida a preferred

Greater Noida West (earlier Noida Extension), is

undergoing a clear shift. The Noida International
Airport, the planned International Film City near it, the
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor and the Noida Metro
Aqua Line are not only enhancing connectivity but also
reshaping how the region is perceived

investors.”
From an investment

structure matures. Suresh
Garg, CMD, Nirala World,
concludes, “Noida Exten-
sion is fast transforming
into a major commercial
hub in NCR. Strategic
connectivity to Delhi
through the express-
way and Metro net-
work, along with a
growing residential
population, is en-
suring strong footfall.
Investors are already
seeing rental yields of
around 12 to 15 per
cent in Grade-A projects
offering high-street retail,
multiplexes, food courts
and co-working spaces.”

address among homebuyers and

spective too, the micro-market
presents a strong value propo-
sition, supported by long-term
growth potential as infra-

INVESTMENT EDGE

<
12-15

per- in Grade-A projects

per cent rental yields

operational efficiency.

Strong demand
from end-users and
investors

Colliers India.

ing, and elevators.”

owners are increasingly adopt-
ing sustainable practices to meet
environmental goals and improve

In India, developers and building

“Sustainability has become a
strategic priority for India’s real
estate stakeholders. Developers,
investors, and end-users are in-
creasingly aligning their decisions
with environmentally responsible
practices, recognising the long-
term benefits of energy efficiency,
reduced operational costs, and im-
proved quality of life,” says Badal
Yagnik, chief executive officer,

Building automation is emerging
as a key enabler in this transition.

Gaurav Bali, co-founder and CEO
of Enlite, says, “With rising opera-
tional costs and a stronger focus
on sustainability, many building
owners are turning to automation
to optimise energy use and reduce
their carbon footprint. Modern
building automation systems make
this easier by providing real-time
monitoring and intelligent control
f of key operations such as heating,
ventilation, air conditioning, light-

Commercial buildings can
achieve energy savings of 15-30
per cent through the adoption of

can automatically adjust brightness
based on occupancy and available
natural light. Climate-control sys-
tems can regulate temperatures
according to room usage, while
predictive analytics can anticipate
energy demand spikes and opti-
mise equipment performance to
avoid wastage. “Occupancy-based
automation alone can reduce ener-
gy consumption and emissions by
up to 22 per cent in spaces such
as conference rooms and shared
work areas. This creates a dynamic
building ecosystem that continu-
ously responds to its environment,”
adds Bali.

By generating actionable in-
sights, these systems enable more
informed decisions around sustain-
ability and facility management.

Maanoj Tomar, founder of AFC
Furniture Solutions, says, “Auto-
mation is often discussed in the
context of smart buildings and
future-ready infrastructure, but in
the furniture industry it is quietly
delivering significant environmen-
tal benefits by reducing emissions
and energy costs without com-
promising productivity or crafts-
manship.” At its core, automation
ensures that energy is used only
where it creates value.

The future of work is green

Sustainable offices are reshaping India’s workspace landscape as businesses increasingly lay focus on environmental responsibility, employee
well-being and operational efficiency
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is undergoing a powerful transfor-

mation, with sustainability emerg-
ing as a key driver of how offices are
designed, managed, and valued. What
was once viewed as an optional add-
on has now become a business ne-
cessity, fuelled by corporate Environ-
mental, Social and Governance (ESG)
commitments, and evolving employee
expectations. According to a recent
CBRE report, 63 per cent of compa-
nies have defined ESG goals linked
specifically to their real estate portfo-
lios, underscoring the growing impor-
tance of sustainability in workplace
decision-making.

India’s commercial real estate sector

WHAT MAKES A GOOD
OFFICE SPACE
For businesses today, location and
aesthetic alone are no longer enough.
Manish Khedia, regional managing
director, The Executive Centre, says,
“Companies now care as much about
how buildings perform as where they
are located or how they look. A good
office space is measured by energy
efficiency, air quality, waste manage-
ment and employee well-being. The
objective is to create responsible, ef-
ficient workplaces that deliver long-
term value.” Sustainability, Khedia
notes, extends beyond certifications
and compliance. It is reflected in ev-
ery design and operational decision,
from maximising natural light and
installing energy-efficient systems to
selecting sustainable materials and
optimising resource consumption.
Technology is also playing a pivot-
al role. Smart building
management systems
now allow operators
to track energy use,
monitor performance,
and make data-driven
decisions that improve
efficiency and resource
management. “As work
continues to evolve, sus-
tainability will remain
central to how commer-
cial spaces are designed, operated, and
valued. There is currently a shortage
of Grade A office spaces that meet the
stringent ESG requirements of large
corporates. The industry must rise to
the challenge and deliver workplaces
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Sustainable offices
also offer long-term
financial advantages

through reduced

operating costs,
enhanced brand
perception, and
improved talent
retention

built for the future,” further points
out Khedia.

A CRITICAL BUSINESS
IMPERATIVE

Sustainability is no longer viewed as
a premium feature reserved for select
organisations. According to Sparsh
Khandelwal, founder and CEO, Style-
work, environmentally responsible
workplaces have become a strategic
business imperative across startups,
SMEs, and large enter-
prises. “As organisa-
tions strengthen their
ESG commitments and
employees increasingly
prioritise sustainable
workplaces, demand
for green office infra-
structure has surged,”
says Khandelwal. Mod-
ern sustainable offices
incorporate energy-ef-
ficient systems, responsibly sourced
materials, intelligent lighting, water
conservation technologies, waste re-
duction mechanisms and biophilic
design elements that support environ-
mental goals and employee well-be-

WORKPLACES OF THE FUTURE

In the future, offices will place focus on sustainability,
technology, and employee well-being. Trends such as biophilic
design, conscious material selection, wellness-led spatial
planning, circadian lighting, acoustic optimisation, and
intelligent air quality monitoring are already witnessing
accelerated adoption globally. Businesses are no longer
evaluating office spaces solely on rental economics. Instead,
they are examining how workplace environments can enhance
collaboration, creativity, well-being, and long-term productivity.

ing. Research increasingly points to
the business value of such invest-
ments. Employees working in green
buildings have been known to expe-
rience higher productivity and focus,
lower absenteeism, and stronger
cognitive performance.

Beyond environmental benefits,
sustainable offices also offer long-term
financial advantages through reduced
operating costs, enhanced brand per-
ception, and improved talent reten-
tion. Unsurprisingly, many flexible
workspace providers are embedding
sustainability into the core of their
offerings.

HUMAN-CENTRIC WORKSPACES

The growing focus on sustainability
is closely linked to a broader shift to-
wards employee wellness and work-
place experience. Kunal Sharma,

founder and CEO, Flipspaces, shares,
“Globally, employees in biophilic
workplaces have recorded productiv-
ity gains of nearly six to 15 per cent.
Today’s workforce wants workplaces
that feel healthier, more human, and
emotionally energising rather than
transactional, concrete boxes. This
is prompting organisations to rethink
how work environments are designed
and experienced.” As a result, sustain-
able offices are no longer viewed as
a compliance requirement but a stra-
tegic investment in people. This shift
is particularly evident among younger
employees. For Gen Z talent, environ-
mentally-conscious workplaces often
reflect values such as purpose, flexibil-
ity, and progressive thinking. Increas-
ingly, employees expect office spaces
to align with the same principles they
seek in their lifestyle.

BRINGING NATURE INTO

THE WORKPLACE

As Indian cities continue to urban-
ise and commercial developments
become denser, the integration of
nature into office spaces is gaining
importance. Saroj Mittal, founder, Ofis
Square, avers, “With rapid urbanisa-
tion and the expansion of commer-
cial real estate, cities are witnessing
a steady decline in open green spaces.
This makes it even more important
to preserve ecological balance within
workplace environments.” This has
accelerated the adoption of biophil-
ic design, which seeks to reconnect
people with nature through greenery,
natural materials, daylight, and well-
ness-oriented spaces.

“Commercial development should
not come at the cost of environmental
well-being. The focus today is on cre-
ating healthier workplace ecosystems
through biophilic interiors, integrated
green spaces, and natural lighting,”
says Mittal. As demand for premium
workspaces continues to grow, pre-
serving green elements within com-
mercial infrastructure will remain cen-
tral to sustainable urban development.



